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Since the start of last season (2010) and during the Winter months, the ECB have urged County
Boards to look at the decline in player behaviour at all levels in our game.

This is due to the increase in reported incidents at County age group level, mainly between the
ages of 13-16.

It is a widely held belief that player behaviour in Recreational cricket has markedly declined over
the past 30 years. Serious incidents of foul and abusive language, blatant questioning of umpires’
decisions and overt aggression have become something of the norm and appear to be a more
‘accepted” part of the game.

The Lancashire Cricket Board feel that this should not be the case and whilst we accept that many
Leagues have taken measures to try and stamp out this behaviour, it has not universally worked.
Despite “Clubmark, designed to provide a “safe, effective and child friendly environment,” this type
of behaviour is now clearly manifesting itself in our up and coming young players. Many observers
feel that examples set by adults contribute to this and the LCB are committed to support the
Leagues and Clubs in achieving a general improvement in standards.

We accept that the majority of cricketers do play within the “spirit of the game” and, indeed, the
game itself is in good shape, but this message is designed to appeal to the better nature of all
players, administrators and spectators who support this great sport.

The Lancashire County Cricket Club itself is fully aware of the responsibilities of their professional
players as role models. They are often commended for the way they represent the club at different
events throughout the cricketing calendar. We do promote hard competitive cricket and we have
measures in place to monitor and control the levels of behaviour exhibited.

The County has an excellent development structure in place with a great track record for
converting local talent into first class and International cricketers. However, it is obvious that some
talented young players are acquiring unsavoury habits which are considered unacceptable in the
representative environment. County coaches would like to spend their valuable time coaching the
skills and tactics of the game rather than establishing the boundaries between acceptable and
unacceptable behaviour.

Leagues are very experienced in dealing with offenders and the LCB are very grateful for the time,
sometimes too much, spent in cleaning up our game. They will continue to be responsible for
managing their own disciplinary affairs. However, we expect to see a marked improvement in
player behaviour at senior level so that we can expect our youngsters to be brought up in a
healthy, competitive cricketing environment.




